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Supporting
Newcomer
Students at School

Tips for School Psychologists



This graphic represents the ways in which newcomer youth experience school integration.

Creating Supportive
Relationships in your Schools

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS

Newcomer students told us that building strong
relationships with trusted school staff early in the
process of school integration provided important
support, academically and socially. They found that
adults who went beyond empathy and focused on
building multicultural relationships were more
effective in supporting their integration.

NAVIGATING PARENTAL EXPECTATIONS

Bridging the gap between school culture and
parental expectations is a challenge faced by
newcomer students. School psychologists who
are empathetic to the values held by newcomer
parents can build connections between home
and school. These relationships support
newcomer youth in navigating the process of
school integration.

Supporting Newcomer
Students

PRACTICING CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE
ASSESSMENT AND COUNSELLING

Multicultural counselling and cultural competency in the
assessment process can be implemented to benefit
newcomer students. Training for special education staff
can provide knowledge, skills and attitudes for working
with students from diverse backgrounds with specific
needs. There is an increasing need for newcomer
students to receive culturally responsive services that
directly address their specific needs.

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

Newcomer students view education in Canada as a
pathway to increased opportunity. Career planning
strategies and programs that provide information about
continued education, specifically designed for
newcomer students, are beneficial in supporting their
plans and reducing the academic gap.

ADVOCACY FOR YOUR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES

School psychologists play an important role in
providing resources and support for newcomer children
and youth, and their families. Helping these students
and families get connected to supports that are aligned
with cultural values supports them in developing
community support and peer groups, which fosters a
sense of belonging.






